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PLEA RECEIVED
IN SILENCE

British Foreign Office Will
Make No Statement Pend-
ing Consideration of the?
Matter, Which Is Said to
Have Come Up Most Un-

expectedly

WASHINGTON HAD
DISTINCT SURPRISE

Only a Few of the Officials
of the Administration
Knew That Such a Move
Was Contemplated by the
President Until Note Was
Despatched

London, Deo. 21.—The suggestion of |
the United States for an exchapge of
views among the belligerents has been
received at the foreign office and is now
under consideration, pending which mno
statement will be made.

Washington, D. C., Dee. 21, —Distinet
surprise was apparent among diplomat-
ie officials to-day over President Wil-
son's plea to the European belligerents
to discuss peace terms, The publication
to-day of the note, furnished Monday
und dispatehed Tuesday to the American
diplomatic representatives abrond, gave
most of the officials the first notice that
such a step was even contemplated at
this time.

Opition here inclined toward the view
that the action would give strong en-
coursement, for some sort of exchange, |
which might result in discussion of 1I-lﬁ-|
nite terms between belligerents,  Ofli-
cials of the British embassy dectared |
they were wholly unable to explain the
aetion, Count Von Bernstorff, the Ger-|
mun embassador, snid: “Now I am per-
fectly convinced there will be n confer
ence.”

The president’s notes to the belliger-
ents have been virtually 48 hours on the
way to-day and the officials believed that
they hnd reached all the foreign capitals,
Although all the official Washington wis
listening with keenest expectation to any
indications how the note would be re-
ceived, diplomatists think it ineredible
that President Wilson should have taken
his action without some belief that it
waould not be flatly rejected without con-
sideration by the entente. The wish and
hope of the German allies that he take
some such etep has long been well known
and there ix no doubt of the manner of
its reception among them.

The British embassy officials made no
pttempt to conceal their surprise at the
president’s action, All official Washing-
ton had boen led to belifve that the pres-
jdent, in transmitting the German peace
proposals withqut comment, had taken
all the action to be expected from the
United States for some time to come.

THE TEXT OF WILSON NOTE.

Slightly Varied as Sent to Central Pow-
ers and the Entente,

Washington, D. C., Dec, 21.—The notes
to the belligerents are prefaced with this
instruction by Secretary Lansing to the
Americun ambassadors presenting them:

“The president directs me to send you
the fallowing communication to be pre-
sented immedintely to the minister of
foreign affwirs of the governmeni to
which vou are aceredited.”

The texts of the notes themselves then
begin identieally as follows:

“The president of the United States
has Instroeted me to suggest to the (here
is inserted a designation of the govern-
ment addressed) a course of uction with
regurd to the present war which he hopes
that the government will take onder con-
sideration as suggested in the most
friendly spirit and as coming not only
from a friend but also as coming from
the representative of a neutral nation
whose interests have been most serionsly
affected by the war and whose concern
for ite early conclusion arises out of a
munifest necessity to determine how
best to safeguurd those interests if the
war is to continue.”

Special Statement to Central Powers,

At this point the texts vary., In the
note to the ceniral powers this para-
graph follows next:

“The suggestion which 1 am instructed
to make the president has long had it in
mind to offer. He is somewhat embar-
rassed to offer it at this particular time,
because it mway now seem to have been
prompted by a desirve to play a part in
vonnection with the recent overtures of
the contral powers. It has in fact been
in no way suggested by them in its ori-
gin and the president would have delayed
offering it until those overtures had been |
independently answered, but for the fact |
that conrerns the guestion of |
peace and may best be considered in con- |
nection with other proposals, which have
the same endd The presidrnt ean |
only beg that his suggestion be consid-
eted entirely on its own merits and as if
i haud been made in other circumstances.”

To Entente Powers.

in the note to the entente allies the
followiag paragraph tikes the place of |
the one just quoted

“The suggestion which [ am instryeted
to make the president has long had it in

it alsn

in yiew

mind to offer He i= somewhat smbar-
rasseil to offer i1 at thi= particelar time
because it may now seem to huve been
nrompted by the recmt overtures of the |
ecentral powers 1t = in fact in no waYy

sssociated with them m its ST and
the president would have delayed offer

ing mtil Lhose overtures had been an- |

swered, but for the fact that It aldo cun-

-

| dinte

corns the question of peace and may best
be considered in conpection with ether
praposals which have the same end in
view, The president can only beg that
his suggestion be considered entirely on
its merits and as if it had been made in
other circumstances.”
The Identical Statement.

Then, all the notes proceed identically
as follows;

“The president suggests that an early
occasion be sought to eall out from all
the nations now at war such an avowul
of their respective views as to the terms
upon which the war might be concluded
and the sarrangements which would be
deemed  satiafactory A guarhnty
agrinst its renewal or the Kindling of
any similar conflict in the future
wonld make it possible frankly to com-
pare them. He is indifferent as to the
means taken to accomplish this. He
woitld be happy himseli to serve, or even
to take the initintive in its accomplish
ment, in any way that might prove ac-
coptablo, but he has no desire to deter-
mine the method or the instrumentality.
One way will be as acceptiable to him ax
another, if only the great object he has
in mind be attained.

Each Fights for Same Object.

“He takes the liberty of calling atten
tion to the fuct that the objects which
the statesmen of the belligerents on both
wides have in mind in this war are vir-
tually the same, as stated in general
terms to their own people anid to the
world. Each side desires to make the
rights and privileges of weak peoples and
small states ns secure aguingt aggoression
or denia] in the future as the rights und
privileges of the great and powerful
states pow at war, Each wishes itself
to he made secure in the future, along
with all other nations and peoples
agninst the recurrence of witrs like this
and against aggression of selfish inter
ferenes of any kind.  Fach would be
jealons of the formation of any more
riva) lengues to preserve an uncertain
balance of nmidst multiplying
suspicions; but each is ready to consider
the formation of a league of nations to
insurs peace and justice throughout the
world, Before that finnl step ean be tak
on, however, ench It NeCERSATY
firkt to settld the issues of the present
war upon terms which will eertainly
safeguard the independence, the terri
torin]l integrity and the political and
commercinl freedom of the nations in
volved.

s

l’ll1 wer

deems

“In the measures to be taken to secure |

the future peace of the world, the prople
and government of the United States nre
as vitally and as directly interested as
the governments now at wiar, Their in-
terssts, moreover, in the means to be
adopted to relieve the smaller and weak
er peoples of the world of the peril of
wrong and violence is ds quick and ar-
dent as that of any other people or gov-
ernment. They stamd ready, aml even
eager, to ep-operate in the accomplish
ment of these ends, when the war is over,
with every influence nnd resource at their
command, But the war must first be
concluded. The terms upon which it is
to be concluded they are not at liberty
to suggest; bt the president doos feal
that it is his right and his duty to point
out their intimate interest in its con-
clusion, lest it should presently be too
late to nccomplish the greater things
which lie bevond its conclusion, lest the
situntion of neutral nations, now excesd
ingly hard to endure, he rendered alto
gether intolerable, and lest, more than
all, an injury be done civilizution itself
which ean never be atoned for or re
piired.

“The president, therefore, ferels ilto
gother justified in suggesting an imme-
dinte opportunity for a comparison of
views as to the terms which must pre-
cede those ultimate arrangements for the
pence of the world, which all desire nnd
in which the neutral nations as well a#
those nt wur nre ready to piny their full
respansible part. If the contest muss

continue to proceed towards unde finedy

ends by slow attrition, until the one
group of belligerents or the other is ex-
hausted, if million after million of ho
man lives must continue to be offered up
until on the one side or the other there
are no more to offer, if resentments must
be kindled that can never c¢ool and de-
spairs engendered from which there ean
be no recovery, hopes of peace and of the
willing concert of free peoples will be
rendered vain and idle.

“The life of the entire world has been
profoundly affected. Every part of the
grent family of mankind hns felt the
burden and terror of this unprecedented
contest of arms. No nation in the civil-

jzed world ean be said in truth to stand |

outside its influence or to be sale against
ita disturbing effects. And yet the econ-
erete objects for which it i being waged
have never been definitely stated,

“The leaders of the severn]l bolligerents
have, as has boen said, stated those ob
jects in genernl terms. Rut, stated in
geners]l terms, they seem the sime on
both sides. Never yet have the authori-
tative spokesmen of etiher side avowed
the ];rn‘-iur I'hjl'l'f.!'l which would, if at-
tained, satizfy them mpd their people
that the war had been fought out. The
world has been left to conjecture what
definitive results, what actual exchange
of gpuarantees, what political or territor
ial changes or readjusiments, what stage
of military success even, would bring the
war to an emd.

“Jt may be that pesce is nearer than
we know: that the terms which the bel
ligerents on the one nnd on the
other would deem it necessary to insist
upon are not so irreconcilable as sor
have feared: that an interchange
views would clear the way at Josst for

slile

ol

conference and make the permanent con- |

cord of the nations a hope of the fmime-
future, & concert of nations imme-
dintely practirable,

“The president is not I-'rn;\-miug peace
he is mot even offering medintion. e
merely proposing that soundings b tak-
en in order that he may learn, the neo
tral nation with the belligerent, how near
the haven of peace may be for which all
munkind longs with an intense and in-

erensing longing. He belioves that the
be speaks apd the obieits

spirit m wi
which he seeks will be nnderstomn] br af]
onfdently hopes

.
comerrned, and he
a response which will bring a

into the sfaire of the worid."
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FOUR GERMAN
PLANES DOWN

|Considerable Aerial Activity
' Carried Out on the
Western Front

LIEUT. HUNGESSOR
GETS 21ST MACHINE

|
‘Paris Official Report Says

There Was Very Little
i Other Activity

Paris, Dee. 21.—The official
ctiutement to-day says that relative quiot

French

ront in Franee with the
On the

Somte front four enemy nirplanes were

| prevails on the 1

lexception of nerinl aetivity.
brought down, one by Sub, Lieut, Hun-

geesor, making a total of 21 machines

brought down by him

German Artillery Bombarded,
[ The bulletin issusd by the war office
fl.nt night on the ecampaign in France
reands:
| “Sonth of the Somme the enemy vio-
lantly bhombarded our lines during the
dny, espectilly In the sectors of Belloy-
lon-Santerre, Rerry und Ab
lnincourt. Our artillery replied energeti-
cully. There were intermittent artillery
lactions on the rest of the front.”
telginm communieation:
“After & relutively quiet morning, the
course of the after-

Pressoire,

enemy opened in the

Inpon & violent artillery fire in the re-
gion of Hetus, The Belginn artillery si-
leneed the enemy guns.”

SALE 1S RATIFIED

And United States Will Soon Own Dan-
ish West Indies,

Capenhingen, vin London, Dee, 21- Aft-
er a single reading the Folkething yes-

Ltorday adopted the bill ratifving the
treaty for the sale of the Dunish West
Indies to the United States, The vote |

wita 00 in favor of and 16 agninst ratifl-

cation, Five members were nbsent,
| When the hill can up for Jimevsstion,
14 members, of whicll six were ( onservil

tives and elght of the left purty, joined
lin moving wn amendment nsking the gos
ernment to negobtinte witht the United
States to purchase only St John or S,
{ Thomas, while Denmark wonld ret 1in
the othier two islands., This was rejected
{hy 00 to 14, The proposal for the sale
of all three islands was then adopted,

| The Landsthing, it iz expected, will
[rutify the proposal to:day, and thus the
|snle of the Islands will be definitely set
‘l'h"t!.
I
IPETITION AGAINST DEPORTATION

Will Be Submitted to Wilson By Amer-
ican People,

New York, Dee. 21.—A petition signed
by persons prominent in all walks of lifa
throughout the conntry and calling on
the president of the United States “to
i!hr-m the whole influence of his oflice
Lngainst the deportation of the Belgians
by the German government” will be for
wurded to Washington, it was announced
{here lnst night by Elihu Root. The pe-
tition says:

“Inasmuch as the chief magistrute ot
n country is entitlel to know the defi-
nite sentiments of the people we hereby
petition the president of the United
States to throw the whole influence
his office ngninst the deportation of the
Belginns by the German government.

“And we especinlly  desire that in
whatever mnnner best ta him
steps may be taken to join this conntry
with the other neutral states of the
American continent in a determined pro.
tosl aguinst this roversion to barbarism
in warfare not to be witnessed by a
|eivilized world without indignation.”

POSTPONED VOTE

BOeINs

On Question of Prohibition in District of
Columbia. -

Washington, D. €, Doe, 21.—A parlin:
mentary misplay by one of its friends
inte yesterdny upset plans for an imme-
dinte vote on Senator Sheppandt’s Dis-
triet of Columbin prohibition bill and ad
vocates of the measure wers obliged to
agree that it go over until after the
Ohristmns holidays for final action,

The Senate agrend to a finnl vote on
the measure on Jan. 0 after its oppo-
nents had been sustained by the chair in
contending that its place on the Senate
calendar had been lost by the action of
Senator Ashurst in obtaining nnanimous
congent to consider u land bill.

NEARLY DISASTER.

Train Derailed By Automatic Device
Near Bridgeport.

Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 21

matic derailing apparatus the ap-

| Pequonnock river caused the engine of
lan extra westbound express train on the
New York, New Haven and Hartford
railrond to jump the rmils near here last
|might, The train was going slowly, pre-
{paratory to making a station stop and
{none of the six coaches Jeft the track.

| Closely following the train was the
i.‘rl‘-! Knickerbocker express which was
{stopped in time t prevent a erash

| BROKE THROUGH ICE.

| Man and Woman Drown in Pond at Ar-
lington, Mass,

Arlington, Mass., Dee. 21.—Jobn V. N.

| flatfield of thia town and a girl believed
to be Anna Doten of Semerville were
drowned in Spy pond last night. They
broke through the while skating. The

oTy

| bodies were r 1

3 = b

| Another Vermontsr Killed
imtawa, Oot. Dee. 21

of Vermont is mentionsd among the dead

in yesterday's overseas casunity list.

of |

K. J. (Cooney
i

'CLARKE C. FITTS DIED
| AT WATERTOWN, MASS.

Brattleboro Man Had Been One of the

‘ Foremost Figures of Vermont

For Some Years,

Brattleboro, Dee. 21.—Clarke C, Fitts
died last evening at 8 o'clock at the home
of his sister-in-law, Mrs, Otis, in Water-
town, Mass., aged 40 yenrs, Ho was op-
erated upon November 8 in the Corey
Hill hospital at Brookline, Mass,, for an
intestinal trouble, Thanksgiving day he
was moved to Watertown, He showed
improvement for a time, but complica-
tions set in and for the past two days
there had been no hope.

The funeral will be held at the Center
Congregational church Saturday after-
noon, Rev, Richard Clapp, the pastor, of-
ficlnting. The body will be brought hero
to-night,

By the death of Clarke Cushing Fitts
Brattlebaro loses & man who had been
most prominent in the affairs of the
town and of the state in the last 15
years. During that period Mr. Fitts had
W prominent part in the bringing to &
| sucoessful head more large enterprises
than any one other resident of the town.
This be did in addition to handling
very large and luerative law practies
which he had built up by leaps anil
bounds almost from the time of his ad-
mission to the Vermont bar at Lthe age
of 21 yveura. He was connsel for many
Inrge interests,

He was borg in Wardsbore, October
17, 1870, & son of Osmer U and Abbia M
L Twitchell) Fitts. His father died when
he was 14 years of age. After n fow
terms in the Leland and Gray seminary
and one vear in the HBrattiehoro high
school, from which he graduasted, he en-
tered the iaw office of Waterman, Mar-
[tin & Hill as & law student and was ad-
mitted to the bar October 21, 1581, four
days after e beearse of age.

Meanwhile he had become
n & quarrying stheme which ‘*T‘nuul a
failure. Not being legally of age at the
time he could not be held liable for his
share of the loss, hut he a=sumed lis ob-
ligations and in eight years, although in
t'-tmih-nn.i eireumstances, he paid dollar
for dollar every cent of his indebtedness,

Three yvears after being admitted to
the bar he was elected state’s attorney
|of Windham county and vigorously pros-
locuted suth offensiz ms came under his
inrisdiction and was especially active in
his work against those who sold liquor
illegally,
| In 1901 he was offered the office of
[ federal judge at Cape Nome, Aluska, at a
silary of 85,000 & vear, but declinad the
appointmient, In 1902 be represented a
|eitizens' committes before the legislature
in the first active eifort to obtain a
chartey for the Conunecticut River Power
company. Before that time he lind been
linterested in the conkervation of the wat
Or POWETr resources of the stute and ever
sinoe then he had preached whenever
possible conservation, and had actively
worked for it. In 1003 he obtained a
charter for the company in New Hamp
shire. It was principally his work that
rositlted in the bullding of the big dam
and power house at Vernon, representing
eapital of over u million dollars, the first
of a series of such plants in this sec-
tion.

Mr. Fitts had mueh to do with the set.
I tlement of the Thomas Thompson will in
which the heirs were scttled with for
about $200,000 and two-thirds of the in-
come of about one million dollars was

intorested

poor in Brattleboro a part of wlich mon-
ey built the Memorial hospital.

The new railroad station completed
this yvear and the changing of the grade
of Vernon street, involving the expendi-
ture of several scores of thousands, was
|dne to is persistence and ability as
counsel for the loenl committee. It in-
volved years of effort, .

In 1004 he was elected town represen-
tutive and after three months' ervice
was elected the first attorney-general of
the state, an office created by the legis
lature of which he was & member. He
was re-elected for a second term of two
veinrs. Durmg his career in that office
ocourred the trinl of Mary Rogers of
Rennington snd her subsequent convie-
tion and hanging. In this ease an array
of brilliant counsel opposed the young
nttorney-genernl. That was his lnst po-
litienl appointment.

He was s staunch Republican in poli-
tica and of late years bed been mueh
sought a8 n campaign speaker. Jt was
while engaged in the national campaign
of this year in New York state that he
was taken ill und foreed to abandon his
assignments,

He was a momber of the Center Con
gregntional chureh, a vice.president of
the Greater Vermont association, ex-
[president of the Vermont Bar associa
Ition, a trustee of the Nrattleborn Sav-
lings bank, n director of the People's Na
| tional bank. a director of the 8, A, Smith
| Munufacturing company  and
lt[m-kar, Corser & Mitchell company,
| member of the Masonic fraternity and
lof the Red Men, of the Brattleboro Coun-
trv olab and the Vermont Wheel club.

Mr. Fitts first married in 1893 Miss

of

fin 1867,

left for the relief of certain classes of |

the !l

Harriet Lyvon of l,nndum!orr.}-_ who alu-d:‘,r avenues in the gymnasium.
He leaves two sons by that | o4 has been appointed superintendent

GREAT RUSH
T0 UNLOAD

New York Stock Exchange
Was Near Demoraliza-
tion To-day

U. 8. STEEL FELL
OFF VERY SHARPLY

Largest Block of Steel Ever
Sold in History of
the Exchange

in the course of the first ten minntes,
The most sensational feature was tie

steel at a decline of two to three and
one-half below yesterday’s closing. Nev-
or before in the history of the exchange
lins the sale of a single block of such
volitme heen recorded. Two hundred and
twenty thausand shares of steel were
traded in the fiest half-hour,

The market eontinued to break during
the noon hour, steel declining to 1021,
The wenkest industrinl was Gulf Stoel,
which made un extreme loss of 20 points,

COTTON GOES"UPWARD.

Great Upturn Due tn“the Prospects of
Early Peace.

to-day, the upturn being largely
uted to the over-night development re-
gurding peace, Heporta were in cirenla
tion that one
wis planning to resume
as February 1.

Germap  steamship

WHEAT GOES DOWN.

Wilson's Note.

Chicago, Dee. 21— A maximum decline
lof seven cents was registersd in the
| whent market at the opening to-day,
[eaused by the president’s peace note.

Later the market began to climb again
and around noon it was more than four
points abave the bottom level touched at
the outset.

PROHIBITION BILL
" SOMEWHAT CHANGED

As It Was Favorably Reported to the
Senate By the Judiciary Committee
By the Vote of 13 to 3.

Washington, D. O, Dee, 21.—The na-
tional prohibition amendment, materislly
{altered from the way in which it was
reported to the House, was ordered fa-
vorably reported by the Senate judiciary
| commitive fo-day, 13 to 8. Senators Cul
[ bertson, Reed and Brandegee voted
agiinst it.

WILL BUILD A SLIP.

Construction in the Philadelphia Navy
Yard Approved.

Washington, . C.,, Dee, 21, —Construe-
| tion in the Philadelphia nayvy yard of a
{slip for building one of the four battle
eruisers puthorized by Congress has bheen
determined upon by Secretary Daniels.

TALK OF THE TOWN

Miss Winifred Jeffords of Williams-
town was brought to the City hospital

At n meeting of the Vermont Poultry

a few days. Registrations are coming in

enrollment of a string of 36 birds.
inconveniences will be encountered
renson of the fact that the exhibit fol.
lows Christmas so closely, but a commit-
tee will be on hand Monday to receive
all shipments and the birds eoming in
will he cooped and aesigned to their prop-
Filwin

nppendicitis, |

shires broke from two 1o eleven pnluul Italw,

| marred

MANY APPLICANTS

For First and Second Naturalization Pa-
pers at Montpelier,

First papers wore granted to 14 appli
oants wnd 18 wade application for the
fnnl papers nt o session of nuturalizetion
conrt eonducted fn the federal building at
Montpelier vesterday afternoon and even-
ing. Court was in oharge of Clerk Fred
S, Matt of Rutland, assisted by United
States Mar<hinl Carpenler of NBrattlebora,
Deputy Marshnl George Lackey of Mont-
pelier, Bailitf J, 8. Haley of Montpelier,
Intermedinry € DeF, Hancroft and Miss
Mary Donettl of Barre, stenographer,

Those who werp granted lirst papers
follow: Jose Artwscos, Spain, Montjpe
lier; Vddwardo Citrind, Italy, Montpelivr;
Stanley O, Davis, England, Mont pelier;
Esidro Gonmee, Spain, Montpelier; Arthur
Gonld, Russin, Monipelier; Genaro Lavin,
Spuin, Montpelier; Adam Litalien, Prov.
ince of Queles, Montpeliers Aurele O-le
gnres Provinee of Quebes, Groton; George
Lucich, Aunstria, Montpelier: Felix Pa-
gliven, Ttaly, Montpelior; Joseph Peter
san, Sweden, Montpelier; Peter Sander-
sor, Seotland, Montpelier; Federica So-
lnnd, Spain, Montpelier; Bolus Union,
Syria, Montpelier,

Applicants for the serond papers were

New York, Dee. 21 —Extreme wenk-|George E. Bassingthwaighte, England,
nesd, bordering upon demoralization, | Strafford; Chester H. Boomhower, PProv-
marked the openiog dealings on the stock | iy of Quebed, Groton; Carl G, ( urlson,
IR lay. T . Fintand, Montpelier; Visilios I, Doukas,

xehange  to-duy Fhe so-called war|rone Montpelier: Antonion DeVitori,

Montpelier: Maolses  Gutierres,
Spuin, Montpelier; Joseph W. Jackson,
seotlond. Barnard: George E. Jebnson,

offering of 50,000 shares of United States | Province of Quebee, Marshfield: Albert

E. Kingsbury, Province of Quebwe, Waits-
field; Louls Lavin, Spain, Montpeler;
Carlo Melada, Italy, Montpelier,

A FEW YULETIDE DON'TS.

As Suggested By Chief Gladding to Pre-
vent Fires,
Thut Yuletide happiness may not be

any voe of the nuamerous mis-

;Iml;- and necidents that sometimes grow

f

New York, Dee. 21 —Cotton opened with

at an advance of from 26 to 38 |-..iﬂ‘u|rt|nn in
attrih. |Uhristmas

line |t
service us early {lig

Loss of Seven Cents Registered After next few duys.

pas  jets,

lensy to spread.

| to.day and underwent an operotion for |came two days ago and she failed

rapidly and while the poultry men wera [gor Mrs, D). A. Robbins: a bt
busy in their deliberations lnst evening tin H. Corley, and an yncle, P. H.
[@ man from Tunbridge telephoned in his |joy, ;

into tragedies with surprising rwiftness,
a number of precautionary “don’ts” are
suggested by Chief Gladling of the lire
department. Throughout the country lo-
eal chinfs nre asked to co-opernte with
Nutional Fire Protection nssocii-
urging the value of eaution in
celebrations. Anyone whe
contemplates an observance of Christ-
mas along conventional lines will do well
scan the chief's befora
hting the Christmias tree and donning
the usunlly inflammable make-up of San.
ta Claus,

Here are some of the suggestions that
may save A good bit of trouble in the
Light, inflammable dec-
fires easy to start and

A muteh, a gas flame
or an electrical defect may do it, W ntch
Pecoritions may be cnrried
against them by air currents. Do not
decornte your Christmas tree with paper,
cotton or any other inflammable materi
al.  Use tingel and other non-inflamma-
ble decorations only, amnd set the tree
secupely so that children in reaching for
things cannot tip it over.

IJo not use cotton to represent Snow.
If you must have snow, use powered
mici or usbestos fibre. Do not permit
children to light or relight the candles
while parents are not présent. Frequent
Iv they set fire to their elothing in-
stend.  Electrieal illumination sifer
and in this connection, merchants who
decorated their display windows with ex-
tra olectrical fixtures are urged to =ee to
it that the insulation is perfect. Defec:
tive insulation is the means, many times,
of starting a bad blaze in inflammable
materinl,

suggestions

orations make

WAS SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.
Ellen B. Corley of Burlington Died Aft-
er Operation.

Burlington, Dec. 21.—Ellen 1. Corley,
superier of St. Joseph's convent und
principal of 8t. Joseph's schools for the
Inst eight years, died yesterday after
noon at the Fanny Allen hospital after
a week's illness. Misg Corley, though
a native of Albany, Vi, received her
education here, entered the order of the
Ladies of Nazareth, tanght in the con
vent school for the past 13 years, and
had many relatives and scores of friends
and associntes, who esteemed her warm-
Iy, Miss Corley wans operated upon at
the hospital suceessfully, but a relapso
({1

rully
Miss Corley was abont 51 years oll

associntion in the court room at eity hall [Her entire education, practically speak
last evening final plans were made for |ing, she roceived at the seho
the opening of the annual state show in |she rose to be the head. She
the Church street gyvmnasinm Tuesday jwhile still & mere girl, graduating in
morning. Cups to be distributed to the | 1884,
winning exhibitors have arrived and will [in New York City, Buffalo and finnlly
|lw exhibited in the displny window at|Swanton, where she remained aboul ten
5. W, Hooker & Co's furniture store for {vears, she came back to Burlington.

i, of which
entered it

After teaching for several years

The surviving relatives include a s
other, Muar-

Cor
v, all of this city. An aunt, Mrs
Some | Afurtin Clarke of New York City, and

b¥ | soveral cousins also survive

SERIOUS COAL SHORTAGE

Middlebury Dealer Is Down to the Last
Spoonful,

Middlebury. Dee. 21
tion has beoome serious

The enal situa
Emery Wissell,

riage, Robert 1, a student in the| : ; " « YWillis
TIRITIAR . {of the hall and his assistants are William | 05 o eonien denler, has got cloaned

| Harvard Law school, and Stanley €, a
Istudent at Dartmouth l"l!]t'gl'. In 10012

Miss Maud L. FEmerson of Brattleboro,
Iwho survives with a son, Osmer (', and
a daughter, Miriam. He leaves also his

An autos | cther and two sisters, Miss Mary and [ Main strect thie forenoon.

,'.\I'uus Florence, all of Brattleboro. Her-

| proach of the open drawbridge over the) o0 g Eddy, just electod state senator, | horses near €'ty park for a moment and

and Harold E. Whtitney were his as
socintes in his Iaw practice,

Veteran, Hale and Hearty.

Lucius J. Goodwin, one of the
! l'.'l'l.tn\\n ]"-l;i.ti!'llx-i .\h"li'l ||1'|||'r |||:||i
[veteran of the Civil war, observed hs

heat
"

(L}

[70th birthday to-day and received the

| :
{congratulations of many friends. He is 2

| nutive of .\Ihh!pr‘[ir'r and when anly It
!_n-nr« of age he enlisted in the Civil war,
| then with Co. K, Tth Vermont, later with
{11th U. S, infantry. At the battic ol
| Spanish Fort, Alabama, he was taken
| prisomer. At the close w war }
| wont to California and Iater to the Black
IHills of North Dakota. While in Cab
fornia ke and another may walked
| mules 10 swwder to vote for Grant for Jireea-
| wleni and then walked back home again
oes
1r

luuteh

of tl e

\r. Goodwin is well.preserved and
not ook 1o be 70 years of age
at present the sexton of Christ
and T Ly wear the clurch om Stals
stireet

4

| first serving in Co, G, 4th Vermont, unl

v 4

Olliver and Peter Park.

: L . | Prompt aetion on the part of James | o'l e S ds ety
Mr. Fitts married for his second wife, | (ibwon, a former National Guardsman | :m t that a great many carloads ordet Ly
iy

land employed until recently as a belthop
at Hotel Barre, probably madified the re
| snltx of a spectreular runsway on North |
W. I, Mar
tin. m Plainfield butcher, had left his
it wne during his absence that the pair
their getaway, Down the street

made
North Barre they dashed with

townrd

mitied to go unrewarded.

!\\]1-11:.- are getting
I.lh\lwll- over the ontlook.

| have

ont down to n -\{umn'l-'l owing to the

sidetracked

him in goud season nre
comewheie and tracers here hind to be

sent out to Josate them.
In the meanwhile many people in the
jown to their last

I

hodfuls and are consequently becomin
During the

{ past few days several sleighloads of conl

been bronght in from the nearest

availahle coal depots, ut 1hs little help

all the vigor they could summon llllr! h goes onlv a short way towards relieving
the time they .rfuchmi ernt squATe TOET® | oo situmtion and there is scarcely any
sremed to be few pedestrians who wonld | sy : Y
| consider any move to arrest their flight, | vood in sig
It was up to Gibson, but unlikc O'her|  pyNERAL OF DAVID BOLLES
passershy, he was nnaware of the horss
!“I'T"'."'"}' ,ﬂlli]‘ [‘!v:\- had nearly .,-..\.- rl.:k Was Held from His Late Home On U]‘Pp“l
en him ru-.ur.l-r:n:l- itrest \\1 hout n Hill Street
thought of the conSeqnences Gibson dug | :
Tis heels into the highway, made a fying | The ““""."" of David Bolles. n veteran
leny through the dooraay of the enclosed _n{ the Civil war, whose -,‘.<.1'.|| OCTITT
| megt enb and was soon tugging al {he jut his home on upper Hill street Tues
reins. Near the Seminary street mwr.ieln\ morning, was held st the hous
erction. the horses feeling Mr Gihson's | Wadnesday afternoon st 1:30 o'ebok
determination to have his owa way in {Rev. B G, Lipsky. pastor the Hed
lihe matter, quietly reslgned An oil 'ding Methodist church, officiat ATyt
heater which the butcher vses to main those who attended were a o 1w
tain the temperaiure « f the cabh on the Girand Army members Ihe “ ik
averland trip from Plainfleld was burn: | Wers {larence [} Hollrs Walls
ine eheerfully when Gihson, after reining Bolles, soms of the we at
the horses southward to the Jones & Nye Johnson, & son-in Jaw, apel Wa r Jurk
| tivers tyrmed the rig over to the ment json, & grandsoy My I
¥ i ex-guardsman was not per-'wers several fin Horal ¢ .

ment wes made in Elmwood cemmeiery.

SAYS|S.
IS AR
TUWAR

Secretary of State Lansing,
Issuing a Statement Ex-
plaining President’'s Ac-
tion in Sending Note on
Peace, Declares That This
Country Is on the Very
Verge of Conflict

ALL NEUTRALS
DEEPLY INVOLVED

Declares Position Is Becom-
ing Increasingly Critical
—Ambassador Von Bern-
storff Made a Call on Sec-
retary Lansing To-day

Washington, D. €., Dec. 21.—Secrotary
of State Lansing to-day, in explaining
the sending of the president’s note to
the belligerents, declared it wus bocausa
the situation for meutrals was becoming
increusingly eritieal and becsuse the
United States itself was being drawn
near the verge of war,

Secretary Lansing's statement said in
part: “It i not our materisl interest we
had in mind when the note was sent hut
mare and more our rights were becoming
imvolved by the belligerents of both sides,
so thnt the situntion was becoming in
creasingly eritien], T mean by that that
we are drawing nearer the verge of war
ourselves nnd therefore we are entitled
to know exactly what each belligeront
seoks in order that we may regulate our
conduet in the future. No nation has
been sounded. No consideration of the
German overtures or of the speech of
Lloyd-George was taken into account in
the formulation of the document. The
only thing the overtures did was to de-
lay it for a few days.”

Lansing’s statement obviously had the
approval of the president, although the
president would make no comment.

Connt Von Bernstorfl, the German am-
ssudor, conferrad with Seeretary Lan-
sing to-day and it is understood the see-
retary explained the president’s action in
addressing the belligerents,

SADNESS MULTIPLIED.

His Two Brothers Died in War and His
Daughter While Visiting in Scotland.

Yesterday was a day of evil tidings for
Jumes Coutts of North Main street, &
member of the Bonaccord Football elub
and prominent in Barre soccer cireles.
The morning’s mail brought him a let-
ter from relatives in Secotland advising
Lim that his two brothers, aged 20 and
21, had heen killed while fighting with a
Highland regiment somewhere in France,
Mr. Contts himseli is contined to the
house by illness, and the sed nows from
overseas did mot tend to improve his
mental well being. As if to accentunte
his grief, came a cablegram in the after
| noon informing him of the donth of his
daughter, n elild of two yvars, who wis
passing the winter in Aberdeen. The
little wirl's death occurred at ¥ o'clock
Wednesday morning.

« Mrs Coutts and the daughter left for
Seotland last spring and during the
mother's absence from America s second
| danghter wis born in the family. The

brothers of Mr, Coutts enlisted in Aber-
|.loon a vear ago and had seen hard fight-
ing along the western front.

MORE POSSIBLE RECRUITS

| Received for the Headquarters Company,
V. N. G, in Barre.

More applications for membership in
the headquarters company of the Ver-
mott Natiawal Guard were received at
Lihe mecting held in the city court Toom
| Inst evening, bringing the total up to 44
lout of 58 needed for the eomplete com-
| pany, Three of the new men were for
| the band and one for the mounted order
iv section, Another meeting will be held
on Dec. 20, when phyeieal examinations
| will be condiscted by Dr. J. H. Woodrufl.

F. C. Dunham of Northfield, who had
charge of the regimental band last sum-
mer. addressed the meeting Iast evoning,
| telling of the stepe for organization and
be belief that it ought to be

expressing 1 ght to {
levelop u fine orgunization in

possible to o
| Barre.

BURLINGTON LEADS,

In the Sale of Red Cross Christmas
Seals )
Dee. 291.—The school chil-

Buarlimgton.

dren of this city lead in the sale of Red
Cross (hristmas  seals, relinmna having
beetis received from five of the lurger
Glaces i the state where the schools en
terwil the cont 1--hh--n.

The returns alresdy received show the
<ales as follows: Burlington #183; Rut

Rennington, $150; St. Al
Rarre 860, Heturns had not

10y

hepm received up to last uight from Brat-
slebern. St Jobnshury and Springfied
o4 from 100 rural schools to which seals
vere sont
1. W, Slocnm of this city, & member
i 1he An Fuberenlosis league, who hus
warwe of the sale of seals, exprots that
ALLL 11 Jd  He distributed 1
NN 1 Hutlan!, Bennington sl
bear tin the seals aera sald in postoilioe

lsoth- as well as ly the cudren,




